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derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins chemical resistance guide o?ers a thorough
insight into one of the most versatile and robust materials used in corrosive and
demanding chemical environments. Whether you're working in chemical processing,
marine applications, or industrial manufacturing, understanding the chemical resistance
properties of Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins is key to selecting the right materials for
your project. This guide will walk you through the nuances of these resins, highlighting
their strengths, vulnerabilities, and practical applications, helping you make informed
decisions with con?dence.

What Are Derakane Epoxy Vinyl Ester Resins?

Before diving into chemical resistance speci?cs, it?s important to understand what
Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins actually are. These resins are a type of thermosetting
polymer known for combining the chemical resistance of epoxy with the mechanical
strength and ?exibility of vinyl ester. Produced by companies like Ashland, Derakane
resins are widely used in the fabrication of composite materials, corrosion-resistant

linings, and protective coatings.
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Their unique molecular structure includes an epoxy backbone modi?ed with vinyl ester
components, o?ering improved resistance to chemicals, heat, and mechanical stress
compared to standard polyester resins. This hybrid nature makes them popular in
environments where harsh chemicals or extreme conditions are common.
Understanding Chemical Resistance of Derakane Epoxy Vinyl

Ester Resins

Chemical resistance refers to the ability of these resins to resist degradation or damage
when exposed to various chemical substances. Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins are
renowned for their excellent resistance to acids, alkalis, solvents, and oxidizing agents,
making them suitable for tanks, pipes, and vessels in chemical plants.

Factors In?uencing Chemical Resistance

The chemical resistance of Derakane resins depends on several factors, including:
**Chemical concentration:** Higher concentrations of corrosive substances can
accelerate degradation.

*Temperature:** Elevated temperatures often increase the rate of chemical attack.
**Exposure time:** Prolonged exposure can wear down protective properties.

**Resin formulation:** Di?erent Derakane grades o?er varying resistance levels.
**Physical stress:** Mechanical loads combined with chemical exposure can lead to
cracking or delamination.

Understanding these factors helps in choosing the right resin grade and designing
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components for optimal lifespan.

Common Chemicals and Derakane Resin Compatibility

One of the strengths of Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins is their broad compatibility with
many industrial chemicals. Here's an overview of how they perform against common
chemical groups.

Acids

Derakane resins show outstanding resistance to many acids, including sulfuric acid,
hydrochloric acid (up to moderate concentrations), and nitric acid under controlled
conditions. For instance, sulfuric acid concentrations up to 98% at ambient temperatures
typically do not compromise the resin?s integrity.

However, highly concentrated nitric acid or hot acid environments may require special
considerations, as the resin can undergo slight degradation over time.

Alkalis and Bases

These resins exhibit excellent resistance to alkalis such as sodium hydroxide and
potassium hydroxide. Even in relatively high concentrations and elevated temperatures,
Derakane resins maintain structural and chemical stability, making them ideal for caustic
storage tanks or piping systems.

Solvents

Many organic solvents pose a challenge for polymers, but Derakane epoxy vinyl ester
resins manage to resist a broad spectrum, including ketones, alcohols, and aromatic

hydrocarbons. For example, methyl ethyl ketone (MEK) and acetone exposure may cause
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surface swelling or softening after long durations, but generally, these resins outperform
standard polyester resins in solvent resistance.

Oxidizing Agents

Oxidizing chemicals such as hydrogen peroxide and sodium hypochlorite can a?ect resin
performance. Derakane resins handle moderate levels well but prolonged exposure to
strong oxidizers, especially at high temperatures, may reduce lifespan. Protective
coatings or liners can be applied to enhance durability in such conditions.

Choosing the Right Derakane Resin Grade for Your Application
Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins come in various formulations tailored to speci?c
chemical resistance needs and mechanical properties. Selecting the appropriate grade is
crucial to ensure optimal performance.

Standard Grades

Standard Derakane resins provide a balanced combination of corrosion resistance and
mechanical strength suitable for many chemical processing applications. These are ideal
where general acid and alkali resistance is needed without extreme temperature or
chemical concentration exposures.

Specialty Grades

Specialty grades are engineered for enhanced resistance to speci?c chemicals or
conditions, such as:

Higher temperature tolerance
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Improved resistance to aggressive oxidizers

Enhanced toughness against mechanical stress

Consulting datasheets and technical support from resin manufacturers can help identify
which grade aligns best with your operating environment.

Tips for Maximizing Chemical Resistance in Your Derakane Resin
Applications

To get the most out of Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins in chemically aggressive
environments, consider the following practical tips:

Control Operating Conditions: Keep chemical concentrations and temperatures

within recommended limits to prolong resin lifespan.

Apply Proper Curing Techniques: Ensuring complete and correct curing of the

resin enhances its chemical resistance and mechanical properties.

Use Protective Liners or Coatings: In especially aggressive environments, a
3.

protective topcoat or liner can provide an extra barrier.

Regular Inspection and Maintenance: Periodic checks for signs of chemical

4.
attack or mechanical damage can prevent unexpected failures.

Consult Chemical Resistance Charts: Always cross-reference chemical
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compatibility charts speci?c to the Derakane resin grade being used.

Applications Bene?ting from Derakane Epoxy Vinyl Ester Resins?
Chemical Resistance

The versatility and chemical durability of Derakane resins have made them a material of
choice in many industries:

Chemical Processing Equipment

Storage tanks, pipe linings, and reaction vessels constructed from Derakane epoxy vinyl
ester resins can withstand exposure to acids, alkalis, and solvents, reducing corrosion-
related downtime and maintenance.

Marine and O?shore

Marine environments expose materials to saltwater, fuels, and various chemicals. The
robust chemical resistance and mechanical strength of Derakane resins make them ideal
for boat hulls, o?shore platform components, and underwater structures.

Wastewater Treatment

Equipment used in wastewater treatment plants often comes into contact with harsh
chemicals and variable pH levels. Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins o?er reliable
protection against these aggressive substances.

Automotive and Aerospace

In specialized applications requiring chemical resistance combined with lightweight
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properties, such as fuel tanks and structural components, Derakane resins are
increasingly used.

How Derakane Epoxy Vinyl Ester Resins Compare to Other Resins

in Chemical Resistance

When comparing Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins to polyester or pure epoxy resins,
there are notable di?erences:

**VVersus Polyester Resins:** Derakane o?ers superior resistance to acids, alkalis,

and solvents, making it preferable for harsh chemical environments.

**\Versus Epoxy Resins:** While epoxies excel in adhesion and mechanical strength,
Derakane resins provide better resistance to hydrolysis and certain chemicals,
particularly under elevated temperatures.

This balance of properties is often why engineers choose Derakane epoxy vinyl ester
resins for demanding applications where neither polyester nor epoxy alone would su?ce.
Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins chemical resistance guide aims to empower
professionals with the knowledge needed to leverage these materials e?ectively.
Understanding the intricacies of chemical compatibility, environmental factors, and
application requirements ensures that your investment in these resins will yield durable,
reliable, and high-performing results for years to come.

Question

Answer

What is Derakane epoxy
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vinyl ester resin?

Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resin is a type of

thermosetting polymer known for its excellent mechanical

properties, chemical resistance, and durability, commonly

used in corrosion-resistant applications such as chemical

tanks, pipes, and marine components.

How does Derakane epoxy

vinyl ester resin perform in

chemical resistance?

Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resin exhibits superior

chemical resistance against a wide range of corrosive

substances including acids, alkalis, solvents, and salts,

making it suitable for harsh chemical environments.

Where can | ?nd a chemical

resistance guide for

Derakane epoxy vinyl ester

resins?

Chemical resistance guides for Derakane epoxy vinyl

ester resins are typically provided by the manufacturer,

such as Ashland, and can be found on their o?cial



derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins chemical Tutorial

website or in technical datasheets and product brochures.

Which chemicals are

Derakane epoxy vinyl ester

resins most resistant to?

Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins are highly resistant to

many acids (like sulfuric, hydrochloric, and nitric acids),

alkalis, and organic solvents, though resistance can vary

with concentration and temperature.

Are there chemicals that

can degrade Derakane

epoxy vinyl ester resins?

While Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins are chemically

resistant, prolonged exposure to strong oxidizers,

concentrated alkalis at elevated temperatures, or certain

solvents may cause degradation over time.

How does temperature

a?ect the chemical

resistance of Derakane

epoxy vinyl ester resins?

Increased temperature can reduce the chemical

resistance of Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins,

Vol. 2022, Issue 9



derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins chemical Tutorial

potentially accelerating chemical attack and degradation,

S0 it is important to consult speci?c temperature limits in

the chemical resistance guide.

Can Derakane epoxy vinyl

ester resins be used in

marine environments?

Yes, Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins are widely used in

marine applications due to their excellent resistance to

seawater, chemicals, and corrosion, making them ideal for

boat hulls, pipes, and other submerged structures.

Derakane Epoxy Vinyl Ester Resins Chemical Resistance Guide

Vol. 2022, Issue 9

derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins chemical resistance guide serves as a critical

resource for industries relying on advanced composite materials that must withstand

harsh chemical environments. These resins, known for their superior mechanical

properties and durability, are widely used in sectors such as marine, automotive, chemical

processing, and infrastructure. Understanding the chemical resistance pro?le of Derakane

epoxy vinyl ester resins is essential for engineers, material scientists, and purchasing

professionals seeking to optimize product performance and longevity.

Understanding Derakane Epoxy Vinyl Ester Resins

Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins are a specialized class of thermosetting polymers
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formulated by combining the structural bene?ts of epoxy chemistry with the versatility of
vinyl ester technology. This hybrid composition enhances resistance to corrosion,
mechanical stress, and environmental degradation. Vinyl ester resins, in general, are
favored for their excellent adhesion, toughness, and resistance to water and chemical
attack, but Derakane?s proprietary formulations elevate these qualities further.
Developed by Ashland Specialty Chemical Company, Derakane resins have been tailored
to meet rigorous demands involving exposure to acids, alkalis, solvents, and elevated
temperatures. Their chemical backbone includes epoxy functional groups, which are
known to improve crosslink density and enhance toughness, while vinyl ester segments
provide ?exibility and enhanced resistance to hydrolysis.

Chemical Resistance Pro?le of Derakane Epoxy Vinyl Ester Resins

One of the foremost reasons for selecting Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins is their broad
chemical resistance spectrum. When evaluating chemical resistance, it is vital to consider
factors such as chemical concentration, temperature, exposure duration, and the physical
state of the chemical agent (liquid, vapor, or solid).

Resistance to Acids and Alkalis

Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins exhibit robust resistance to a wide range of acids,
including hydrochloric, sulfuric, nitric, and phosphoric acids, especially at moderate
concentrations and ambient temperatures. This resistance is attributed to the dense
crosslinked structure that limits chemical di?usion and hydrolytic attack.

Alkalis, particularly sodium hydroxide and potassium hydroxide, pose a more signi?cant
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challenge due to their aggressive saponi?cation potential. However, Derakane
formulations demonstrate moderate to high resistance to alkalis, particularly when
exposure is controlled in terms of concentration and temperature. For example,
concentrations below 20% at room temperature typically result in minimal degradation
over extended periods.

Solvent Compatibility

Solvent resistance is a critical parameter for applications where cleaning agents or
organic solvents are involved. Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins show excellent
resistance to many common industrial solvents such as ketones (acetone, methyl ethyl
ketone), alcohols (ethanol, isopropanol), and hydrocarbons (benzene, toluene). However,
prolonged exposure to strong polar solvents or aggressive chemicals like concentrated
methyl ethyl ketone peroxide may induce swelling or softening.

The resin?s chemical resistance can vary depending on the curing system employed and
the degree of crosslinking achieved during polymerization. Fully cured Derakane resins
tend to resist solvent penetration more e?ectively, preserving mechanical integrity.
Performance Under Elevated Temperatures

Temperature plays a pivotal role in chemical resistance. As temperatures rise, molecular
mobility within the resin increases, potentially allowing more aggressive chemical
interactions. Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins maintain good chemical resistance up to

temperatures of approximately 150°C (302°F), although speci?c formulations may
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tolerate even higher thermal loads.

In high-temperature environments, certain chemicals such as concentrated acids or
alkaline solutions may cause accelerated degradation. Users must carefully assess the
combined e?ects of chemical exposure and thermal stress to ensure reliability.
Comparative Analysis: Derakane vs. Other Resin Systems

When compared to traditional polyester resins, Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins o?er
superior chemical resistance, particularly against acids and solvents. Polyester resins tend
to hydrolyze more readily and show signi?cant swelling in aggressive environments,
limiting their application scope.

Compared to pure epoxy resins, Derakane formulations strike a balance between
chemical resistance and mechanical toughness. Epoxy resins may provide excellent
chemical resistance but often lack the ?exibility and impact resistance of vinyl esters,
making Derakane a preferred choice in dynamic or cyclic loading conditions.

Pros and Cons of Derakane Epoxy Vinyl Ester Resins

Pros: Exceptional resistance to a wide array of chemicals, high mechanical

strength, excellent adhesion to reinforcements, resistance to hydrolysis, and good
thermal stability.

Cons: Higher cost compared to standard polyester resins, potential sensitivity
to
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certain aggressive solvents under prolonged exposure, and the need for precise

curing protocols to maximize performance.

Applications Leveraging Derakane Chemical Resistance

The chemical resistance of Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins has made them
indispensable in industries where corrosion and chemical attack present signi?cant
operational challenges.

Chemical Processing Industry

Pipes, tanks, and containment vessels in chemical plants often employ Derakane-based
composites to resist corrosive ?uids. The resin?s ability to withstand acids and alkalis at
elevated temperatures extends equipment life and reduces maintenance costs.

Marine and O?shore Structures

Exposure to saltwater and marine chemicals demands materials that resist both chemical
and physical degradation. Derakane resins protect structural components and coatings,
combating corrosion and osmotic blistering.

Automotive and Aerospace

In these sectors, resistance to fuels, lubricants, and cleaning agents is crucial. Derakane
epoxy vinyl ester resins contribute to lightweight composite parts that maintain integrity
under chemical exposure and mechanical stress.

Best Practices for Maximizing Chemical Resistance

To fully leverage the chemical resistance of Derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins, it is

essential to consider:
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Proper Curing: Ensuring full polymerization to achieve optimal crosslink
density.

Surface Preparation: Enhancing adhesion and minimizing defects that could

initiate chemical attack.

Environmental Control: Monitoring temperature and chemical concentration
3.

during service to avoid exceeding resin limits.

Regular Inspection: Early detection of resin degradation or swelling to prevent
4,

catastrophic failures.

In summary, the derakane epoxy vinyl ester resins chemical resistance guide highlights

the resin?s ability to endure demanding chemical environments while delivering

mechanical resilience. Through careful selection, curing, and application, industries can

exploit these materials to build components that perform reliably in corrosive and

thermally challenging conditions.

derakane resin chemical resistance, epoxy vinyl ester resin properties, derakane corrosion
resistance, chemical compatibility derakane, vinyl ester resin durability, derakane resin
applications, epoxy vinyl ester corrosion guide, derakane resin material guide, chemical

resistance of vinyl esters, derakane epoxy resin datasheet



